photography

SUESTIONS TO ASK BEFORE YOU BOOK
With =0 many things on your mind;
you may forget to ask the most vital
guestions of potentinl photogeaphers,
and end up booking one who's niot right

for you

apher Niv

Cleave (www.mieeleave.com 01792

Swans=en-hasod phiot

425200 says: “The first question you
need to ask s whether the photoreaphier
has a complets wedding albaiom you can
B 1.|JI1|I|-'N shoulid see a whole weddimng
the photograplhier has recent]y finished,
and make sure they are happy with if
Any photographer can take a fow good
shnts. ||||1 .r'-\ COVETINE & whitili 'u'q.'n-lllilrl'_.’
Breantifully that takes skill,”

Peter Ellis (wwwiellisphotography.com
(M G33 26TH80), who works from studies
in Newport, agrees. Al yon have left at
thaend of the day are your pretures so
o witnt 1o r||ir|-:|.' ANUre 11|1'}' nre of FEgel il
guality. Ask to see a whole wedding, not
Just his greéatest hits,”

The possibility of equipment Failuree
15 an issne of paramonnt mportanes:
Memories are no substitute for 30 pages
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of glossy goodness An experienced
photographer shonld have back-up
eruipment on them anid moce in the ear
Your peecd o find ont whien your
powverare will start and finish. Will the
]|||r|1||;_r1'41||]||'l' b with Lhe |J:'i|ir' i1l tl
morning ar start at the ehorch? Will
poverage stop mid-afternoon, or will
the plistomeapher stay with you right

through the svening

Murk Bradwick (www,
markbradwickphotography.eom (K446
TT29949), who's based in Cowbrdgs,
save it's also important to know how
TN photographers will attend “ite
aften there are two photographers 1o
enpture different images at different
times, whiceh boilds up for a full
coverage and makes sure those spesial
meimenits aren't missed,” he says.

And remember, this is Wales, so yin
ahionlid find out if your photographer has
a hack-up plan in the event of rain.

NATURAL OR TRADITIONAL?
Inereasingly couples are opting to hove
patural shots taken, rather than the

more traditional, [ med pretires. Muost
11i|1:|u_1;|':|p|i|'-|:':= hlli.‘l}' will don II|.E!\|1II'1'.
bt you need to disenss the infricacies
with vonur photogeapher, “Every bride
wois throtgh every cmotion. The best
way to phiotograph is to show it as il
happens so wedon't tell her how to walk
up to thee ehureeh,” says Mark Bradwick.
“And people miss the besde aod groom f
vou take them away for an hour.”

Peter Ellis sayvs: “ Wi combine the two
styles bocanse Mum wants a traditional
framed picture for her wall bat the
eouple also want fun pictures.” He
warns against those photographers
who charge more for doimg both, “A
weddinge's i wedding and that's that, Tt
should all be meloded.”

Essentially, how you want to be
photographed is down to you. Make sure
v avoid photographers who will spend
all iy hossing vour guests around.

COMMON MISTAKES

Working purely on the price of a
||I|uru;_-|-;|p| wer 12 one of the most commion
mistakes made, Thers's no point

A nding thonsands of FHJI]1I|JH 0 Mo
pests, thie venne and vooar dress ol

NOU e DO S0Ing Lo INVEST oo
rapinmnng i all. Most rlﬁl'l'_;'-_‘.'ll'll e

apent oomey on will not last longer than
thie thay itself, but if you want to be able

to look bavels om vonie phiotographs e 5

; i, vonr should get the best your
Buglger will allow

['||.“'_r ligve 1t nntil the |;_|.*--i :|||iIIHI<' (1]
bk & photogreapher either. There's a
It v puan dl to disenss with them and

st b wp s

1||-'_'.' '.l.'ili |"\Nr'||?i.|||_\.' T i proneset il o

wedding. so it's n pood idi

redationshap with them.

THE END RESULT
From the traditionn] handfual of frames

in an albun, o storybooks eontaining

up to 200 images, the eholee is vours.
Mark's adviee is to go for a display
that won't look tired in two or three
yeies, G for something more
fraditional, which you'll still be able
to look gt i M0 vesrs, rither than
ek otherwize it wion'
gtand the test of time,”

BSOMmeLnng

The N‘1Il!'l‘-'|llll"|-\.' 15 the most popalar
fonrm of display at thie inoment, @5 0
allows you to tell the story of yoor
wedding dov througeh a mixtare of
formal and natural photographs. Bt
there-are nlso a variety of packages
mwvilnble from most photographors,
alldwing vou Lo by @ smaller collection
Lo pacrents, ote,

Of éomrse, people often want o by
one of two pietures to be framed, and
digsital teehnology has even produeed a
frame showing a slide slomw of” selected
pletares; i fvonrite for mums.

The wvernge mumber of photograplia
for o sturybopk allom is anywhere from
S to 200 with averapre prices rangmge
from £1.000 ta £3:500,

ENGAGEMENT/PRE-WEDDING SHOOT

L vonn"re still ot feeling: 100 per cemt
sunfortable in front of the camers,
IS b l'||.lu’l'i't|.lh1'|"- niw affer an
iroment. o pre-wedding serviee,
M wmves you time to get to know you

photoesrapher’s working style and gives
them o chanee to get to Know vou fon

Mk says: “T don't know niany: peopla
who like heving their photograph taken
s thew should spend time getting to

lenow thie photographer-and what they
are aoing Lo e throngh,”
Photographers will either be with
N AL ynur engagoment partys or w ill
gpencd time, often at the wedding venne,
l_[:-![l:u_g I:l.'l m msedd todthe eaamora and
ironing out any uliogyerasics hefore
the big day
Mark romembors one such example
where a man blinked wheoever e had

photography

—

s photogreaph taken mside but odid

s hess ontside, Beesuse he had spent

mrehand, Mark

wits able to make sure e took more

time with the e ||.1|||-|-

photograplis outside,

“We eneonrage couples to keep i
pontact while thev're planning, just 8o
they bnild ugpe o relationship with ns and
they feel more comfortable an the day,”

savs Nie, il

| DONT KNOW MANY PEOPLE WHO LIKE HAVING THEIR PHOTO
TAKEN SO THEY SHOULD SPEND TIME GETTING TO KNOW THE
PHOTOGRAPHER AND WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO GO THROUGH



