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‘We have two years to plan our wedding but haven't
vet decided on a venue or who we would hire to
photograph our day. When should we start looking

for a photographer?

Nic says: Ir is never too early to hook your pholographer,
althougl vealistically you should look to confirm the date and
venue first, then approach your short-listed photographers and
check their availability for your date. Most photographers will not

ys: | would suggest booking your

i honeymoon as soon as you can, Aufumn is
8 o good time to travel in terms of the weather,

having said thai, September is still considered peak

segson for many destinations. If you're getting married

towards the end of the month, then early Ocfober can

visit. Do your research and check if there is a major event
taking place af the fime of your stay. For example, you
waouldn't really want fo visit o city on the some day that
the World Cup finals are scheduled as most hotels will be

EXPERT ADVICE

We are gefting married in September 2012
! and are very excited about planning a
2 honeymoon for straight after the wedding.

| strongly suggest that you speak to a tour operator that
specialises in the region or destination that you want fo

fully booked and rafes would be higher.

It’s also worth asking if the company you arrange your
trip with offers an online honeymoon wedding list service.
Ensure that you get travel insurance for exira protection
and peace of mind.

be able to hold dates open and will anly be able 1o confirm the booking once yon
have completed a contracr and paid a booking fee to secure their services. Onee
yau have a shore-list, be sure o call the photographers and arrange a iime (o
meet thewn in person at their studio, or in a location of your choice. This meeting
will be crucial ta allowing you to make a_final decision.

Some photographers way prefer siot to book dates miove than 12 1o 18 months
in advance, however, you ight find that many are happy encugh to confirin a
hooking earlier than this.
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Winter wedding worries
We are getting married in December next year and I'm
beginning to worry that we won't have enough time for
exterior shots in the daylight. How will our photographer
ensure that we get good images?

Nic Talk io your photographer as soon as possible to

A run through the fimings of the doy. At the end of December,
on o dark, overcast or wet day, available light for outdoor

photography could disappear completely by around 3pm. If outdoor
photography is important to you, fry to plan the ceremony to take place
as early as possible fo ensure that you leave enough time for your
outdoor snaps. If this isn’t possible though, don'f panic.

An experienced photographer should be able to offer creative
suggestions for outdoor shots in the dark and these can add to the
romantic and cosy feel of a traditional winter wedding. They will also be
able to fake some indoor shots that also hove the wow factor.

The key here is to choose a photographer that specialises in winfer
weddings and speak fo him or her about your concerns. The resulting
conversation should put you of ease as they come up with creative ways
to work around the low-light levels of o winter celebration.

Where do we start?

My fiancé and | plan to get married in a year's time
but we’re both completely disorganised and don't
know where to begin. Do you have any practical tips
and advice on how we can ease the stress a little bit?
Ruth says: The first thing | would suggesf you do is work
out your budget. It becomes almost impossible fo make

any decisions unless you know for sure how much you are
willing o spend on certain aspects such as the venue, the catering
ond your photography. Once you have worked out how much you
can afford, try visiting some wedding fairs for inspiration, Here
you'll find some great suppliers and will be able to see examples
of their work. If you find thot it all becomes toe much, consider
hiring @ wedding plonner who can offer an hourly consultation fo
help with budgefing or developing themes and idecs. You could
even confoct a professional fo oversee the whole of the planning
process, leaving you free to enjoy the build up to the day.
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Plenty of natice

We will be inviting lots of friends and family
from abroad to onr wedding, which is in
about 14 months from now. How early should
we be sending out the mvitations and what
deadline should be given for the RSVP?
Nicola saps: You ight want to consider sending out

@ save-the-date card in the first instance; all you need

fo do is give out the date and location at this siage,

with a reminder that a formal invitation will follows. T
would then say that eight o 10 mouths ahead of the wedding wonld
be more than enough time to send oul invites to your guesis wio
are abroad. Be sure to indude an information card with some local
accompntedation options, as well as useful websites about transport to
and from the airport. Keep in mind that many hotels won't make
reserpations mote than 12 months in advance while, similarly, most
airlines only velease their schedules every year.

Ask for RSVP cards to be sent back around four months in

advance of the day. This way, you can make plans accordingly and
will leave yourselves plenty of tinie to organise your guest list.

Contact or exffrﬁ. —

Nic Cleave Nic Cleave Photography www.niccleave com
Nicola Mathew Made by Millie & Me www.millieandme.net
Rowena Marella-Daw County Wedding Mogozines
www.countyweddingmagazines.com

Ruth Hunfer Finesse Planning www.finesseplanning.co.uk




