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THE GROOM: Cal Harding, 31, architeet
THE BRIDE:: Karcy Thons, 51, srchiteer
DATEGF WEDENMNG: ZL’tju.n:, Fill]
CEREMONY VENUE:S St lioyd's Church,
Crower, Swansea

RECEPTION VENUE: Marquee at the Oxwich
By Hotel, Gower, Swansea
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N THE DEGEINSING

I!.m‘c bowomed. for Karen and Carl when they mer in 20600 wligle
wnsdving architecure topether ar Cardifl University. $ix vears bicer,
Carl propoaed m Costa e where tlse pair wiene daing some veluntary
wark building houses for ander-priviloged Gmalio. "Every night there
had been a percet swmict, bt on the nighe | devided 1o propase there
veas 3 thandesdosm,"” s € saek “Ro ended up down an ose knee ina
hage paddle!™

The couple decided o have a long engagenent, ard they moved o
Ferth, Auarralia, for 3 year before the wodding. They came back vo the
LIRS at el sl of HET, g elegan mx pnotbn b arnange tlse tuzal
derails of their big day.

THE SETTING
The couple chone Oxwich a the sesting for thar wedding, it
beotghs bk fond memones of thear carly days together. “Ohowach
hars slways Beeis 3 spevial place o =™ sy Casl, " We went there fora
mace weeked away when we fint got rogether, anid Karen gent many
childbeod holidays there,”

The ecremony was held i %z ned s Chorch, which overleaks the
beach. Jine 3 sbsest walk i 2 narrow line i the Oxwich Bay Flazel,
where the |'n||!;-lu,- held theer rr-.'rp«!inln.

“We both leve the Beach wo fach,” wys Katen, " we chose a

murquse reception ar the hoel; which brooght s aearer o the cont.”

THE IRESS
Earen™s dress was 3 fictex] ivory

amd chaffon deupn, be
Eitva Westenine Cositwre, m Londoa. [t had a swoethean neckline and
3 Jow-cut baek, with preity chafon detaiting on the straps aml ruching
i tlee vwakie,

“Ir was sample and enfiney, which asred nie,” v Karen. "1 aba lad

a bomgz veill thar glided over the train of v drew and was fixed fvmy
hair with an orchisd and pearl ehipo 1 abo wore my mum's pearl camings

aml a pair of oty wtin ding-hacks,”

THE WERINNG PARTY

Kagen asked her sister Hailey to be her brdesmand, alongile her

ol sgheoal friend Baheenu. The bridesmaids wore dark fachsia
Layered grosgerte gowns, bought from Samaniha Wyane in Penth, and
aceeworised with pretty pearl headbands, matching mecklaces, ami 3
peail bracelet boughe o s thank you i from Kasen,

Cagl sked T sohoal sk Andiew, Michued xisd Dot oo be bas beig
amsen, “Alichael and | ased 1o be g punk baed |-.|p.'rls.n." hupl'u. Cagl,
“haur foemnenaredy forour goess we didn't decide o gefomm aped u.1|:. fiaf
the wodding™™

The men all wore clasie black tnleoars, hived frony Mo Biras; and
the bowt on sccovorned with hot pink cravats o comgplement the
brichemuabh’ docves Carl wore an fvory eravat 1o match Karen's gown.

IT"S ALL IN THE DETAI

cenponary ideas For their wieddimg
oy, and they q-ml diar 2 5 e black and veoey colour wehonse, with
splaabies of fuchsia thae were prevent in the lowen am i table
decorations amd focowrs.

"We harudmade ail of the meenis and plice settings ourelves,” wye
Carl, "For a peniomal touch, Tako docorated the marquee with phown
of s FEWI up, arl wonmie Phtuo it ovar eravels.”™ As fvours, the
couple placed pieces of sweet rack with ‘st misrmied’ Fr|r|l(d o el
in whate boxes and tiesd them up with conedinating nbbon,

Karen held a hand-ted bowquet of wory orchids, poonies and e
roses, with adided folage. while the brdesmaids hebd she wnee Bowen
Biay s shaadew ol hot p||'.1..
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REAL WEDDINGS

LODHING BACK USEFUL CONTACTS
“It was great to ﬁls:lll',.I Bave the weddSng siter so much |:‘_m|
Carl. "Ome of my Fvounite parts of the dav was when our friend Mae
sag Amazing Grao for ws in the chorch, she was wonderful.™

O of iy Pvourite memanct wat when we said owr vawis it
Telr Bke we wese the only two people in the ehurch,” sy Karen, 7|
ako loved having our plm:m tazkem an Ohowich Canbe™s mein, i wae g
faneastic bocation.”
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Photegrapher
¢ Cleas
Tel: 01792 42

RAREN AND CARL'S TOP TIPS
I you're having obore than one bew mman, make sure you appoint a
Reader, That way. they can't ever pass the buck. They should cach have
shieie oowen eorponsibiliies,” s Call

"Hart erganiing cathy," s Karen, "1 would have liked 1o have had
s fite 0o asmange thinga i 1aken Jonges than you might think.”

0344 847 2319
uk

Bridesmoids” dressos
samantha |

L

Beinspirediby Karen and Carl’s
Welsh-coast wedding

Flewers
Ral

Tel: O2920 441 048

As well as havieg their photos nken 3t the ceremany and receprion, the couple

speat tiene having picnisre on the beach snd in the reies of Oxwich Caade, Adk your

photographer to take advartage of the different surroundings: cemote, netic sotting

# such ax these make 3 great dternative to formal gardens,
s e e g

& Palissona
Fal: Q21 727 7000
uk

Venue to
remember

Lok fior venuwes thay offer
ot F SRS B0 Yo
cam extenid yoni recepricn
ot on to the gaden and
gevumnds a5 well av bide.
Masngiess are expectally
perfect foe wpring and
summier wediding.

Light Bites

“Rarher than 3 maditional wedding cake, we
chome thave differeiv uped chocolae cakey
from Dirucken Special Octsibon range s
Canl. " This wasrked out much Jois expensive,
bus still lookad greas”




